The precious gold, enameled, and jeweled masterpieces of eighteenth-century goldsmith's work in the Wentworth collection, which were hidden away in the apprehensive days following the attack on Pearl Harbor, have at last been unpacked and may now be seen in Gallery F 19 of the Morgan Wing. The collection, lent to the Museum by Mrs. Catherine D. Wentworth of Santa Barbara, consists chiefly of various kinds of boxes, although carnets de bal, etuis, navettes, necessaires, scent bottles, and fans are also represented.
In the uses to which they were put, as well as in their decoration, these boxes reflect in miniature the life and customs of the fashionable world of their day. It was an age when frivolity was paramount. As one contemporary writer put it, "On traite les minuties en In these two exceptional collections are illustrated a variety of materials and techniques, an excellence of design, and a perfection of workmanship unsurpassed in the long history of goldsmith's work. Supplemented by similar material which has come to the Museum from other sources, they form a group which in quality, if not in number, is comparable to the great collections of boxes in the Louvre and the Hermitage. Since this group is without doubt unequaled outside of Europe, there is special cause for gratitude to those who have made it available for the enjoyment of the American public.
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